204                     WILLIAM
warily; and, except in the Warren French Commercial Treaty, he for that power of initiative which ma session of 1785. The fact is to be caution is manifest when we rememt blunder would have entailed a Fox-discords and confusion that must h zealous reformers, while regretting with Reform, continued to prefer hi appears in a letter written by Ma of the year 1788. On the news of George III, that veteran reformer w much fear that the King's preser produce other derangements not fc we are not to be sold to the Coaliti< arrived, and cabal, I doubt not, is la under his direction to overturn the distrust felt for Fox after his uni full force even in 1788. Their a< triumph of the Prince of Wales, we all political evils. This, I repeat determination of Pitt to continue ir But other reasons must also hav shelve the question of Reform at Cabinet was too divided on it to -\ ence on a proposal which had ; marvel was that a Prime Minist Further, if we may judge from Geoi the active though secret oppositic only by Pitt giving an unmistakabl if it were used against the measure; neutrality, Pitt could hardly go fur in the lurch bv breaking un his Hal He avers making it a ministerial measure, Pitt could have brought on it all the influence of party discipline.1 To this i replied that Pitt's majority, though large, was very ind< As will appear in the next chapter, we find him writin could not then count on the support of many of his from one day to another. They had floated together wreckage of the Fox and North parties, and had as y<
